A GRAPHIC MEMoiR 


These were some of the daily dilemmas 
Malaka Gharib faced as a first- 


generation American coming of age in 


the pre-Internet world, a time when 
pop-punk and skate culture influenced 
fashion trends, the brooding boys from 
Felicity and Dawson's Creek dominated 
teen magazines, and Rice-A-Roni was 


the ultimate weeknight treat. 


Malaka's upbringing, as told in this 
buoyant, insightful graphic memoir, will 


look familiar to anyone who grew up with 


ie immigrant parents, but her particular - 


story is a heartfelt tribute to immigrant 
families who have invested their future 


in the promise of the American dream. 
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Mommy + DADDY 
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MALAKA'S FATHER, 


WHO WORKS LONG JV ST TRYING To A DISCIPLINED AN 
HOuRS TO PROVIDE FIND HER PLACE ACT LCR Na 
FOR THE FAMILY IN THE WORLD 


MALAKA'S <PUNKY MALAKAS MATERNAL 


HALF-SISTER WITH MALAKAS MATERNAL 
GRANDMOTHER, 
A MIND OF HER OWA) UNCLE, KNOWN FOR LETS he 
PEWE PUM AND A WITH HER GRANDKIDS 


GREAT COOK. 


MALAKAS MATERNAL 
AUNT AND THE 
MATRIARCH OF THE 
FAM\LY 


GRANDFATHER, WHO - 
ENCOURAGED HER TO 
READ LOTS OF BOOKS 


SOUTHERNERL 
WHO MALAKA WoVLD 
EVENTUALLY MARRY 


MALAKAS BELOVED 
STEPMOTHER, WHO oe ‘aa 
TREATED HER LIKE MALAKA'S {ouNGERL 
HER OWN CHILD HALF -S\BUN 6S WHO 
LIWEIN THE MIPDLE EAST 


WHEN | WAS GROWING VF, 
My mom WOULD ALwa4S say: 


gov HAVE. 0 
si BETIER 


TRAN VS. 


[BUT How? | How 2 


| HAD To SomeHdW RISE ABovE 
My ll LIFE IN AMERICAL 


THIS 1S A STORY ABOUT THAT 
JOVAENEY, AWD IT STARTS BEFORE 
| WAS BoRW, ’ 


MY PAREVTS |MMIGRATED TO THIS 
COUNTFY IN THE EARLY 1980S. 


THEIR LIVES IW THE STATES WOULD 
BE LIFE. |g 


My MoM NEVER WANTED To COME 


uae ee 2 2 


LABA 


* INHER HOME COUNTRY OF THE 
WILIPPINES {N THE LATE (4706 
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pee GRANDPA, HATCHED A PLAN FOR 

Ne ae To FLEE THE COUNTRY, ONE By 
, HED SEND EACH FAMILY ME 

ee LY MEMBER To 


CALL us WHEN 
You GET A yJoB AND 
FinD A PLACE 10 
LIVE. THEN 
WELLSEND 
YouR SisTeR! 


NY 


any THE 
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M4 MOM,\WHO WAS 
IN HER EARLY 20s, 
DIDNT WANT TO LEAVE. 
CHE CAME FROM ANV 
YRPER-MIDDLE CLASS 
FAMILY, AND LIFE IN 
MANILA WAS EASY. 


TWE WEDDING * 
GUESTS WILL 
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Be ARRUVING 
AT \ ; ” 
G PLM, ag b 
wae 


qa? 


GARFUNKEL. ALU+ OATES 


OWN RICE2 To Cook MY OWA/ 
FOOD! WASH MY OWN DISHES 2 
(Dp HAVE TO WoRK HARD TO MAKE 
3 A LIVING. ID HAVE To 

b START FROM 


x THE 


x * 


= a 


SS 


|X MY MOM HAD LISTENED TO “AMERICA” By SIMON AND 


BEFORE SHE KNEW IT, TATAY TOLD HER IT WAS TIME ae 
ITO JOIN MY YVNCLE IN AMERICA. CHE WAS TOTALLY 


GARFUNKEL A THOUSAND TIMES, BUT HAD No IDEA WHERE | 
THE PLACES IN THE SONG- MICH( GAN, PITTSBURGH — WERE, 
OR WHAT THEY WERE LIKE. SOON SHE'D EIND OUT. 


IT WOULD BE |S YEARS UNTIL SHE RETURNED To 
THE PHILIPPINES AGAIN. 


MY DAD, ON THE 
OTHER HAND, HAD 
BEEN SCHEMING TO 
GET TO AMERICA 
SINCE HIGH SCHOO L. 


ee 
GROWING UP IN CAIRO IN THE I940s, HE 
WAS OBSESSED WITH AMERICAN MOVIES. 
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ME ESPECIALLY ONES = NEW 
YORK, WITH ALL THE HIGH-RISE 
BUILDINGS AND THE CARS AND THE =| 
=} cWops AND THE MALLS. SOMETHING 


a INSIDE ME CLICKED AND SAID: 
HEAL THIS 1S WHAT | WANT.” 
| AMERICA. Se 


“FUROPE. NOT AUSTRALIA. 
Nov nig Not 


DN < i Soe | LO ; DO N ae 
PARIS. | WANT © 


y 
TEN i 


fren: AL. j 
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-/ BABA, IM LEAVING 
| EGYPT AND GOING TO 
AMERACA. 1S THAT 


BROTHEA, CAN | STAY 
WITH YOU IN DENMARK 
FOR A WHILE TD SAVE 
MONEY FOR My TRIP TO 
THE 5.2 Ra 


oe 


; enh 7 _ ee 
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HELLO. 1 AM FROM 
EGYPT. WHERE 
Age you FROM? 
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PLEASE BUS | 
T WIS PANTING 
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“hos | PAS TOEFL? —-\WJ 
r) 5. Apply For GRAD 
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eA TACKA GE. 


WSHAALLAH 
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SS See a. ee 
T Took HIM OVER HALE A DECADE 10 COMPLETE \ 
a5 THE PLAN, BUT HE DIDI. | rma 


oes 


Congratulations! 
You have been 
acce sted +o 


| e 
~ ~ 
HE WAS 60\NG 
J TO AMERICA, 
‘s ANS oa a as Se. A 
Tan 4 ~ | 


JUSTAS MY MOM PREDICTED, LIFE INAMERICA WAS TOUGH. 


sie 


| | TUNE ME: Sais 
AY | Hiitana cee | 


MEAWWHILE, DAD WAS ANKiOuUsS To GET HIS CAREER 
STARTED HE WAS DETERMINED TO MAE IT HERE. | 


pk (Mg Al? welt 
G9: ue START you 
CF Out As 
Og A NIGHT N@® 
MANAGER! Ja 


HEY! UH, DO YoU WANIVA 
WATCH INDIANA JONES 
WITH ME AFTER WORK? 4 I 


FRONT DESK. 
WHO ELSE?I 


SHE LIKED HIM BECAUSE HE 
WAS FUNNY, HE WAS ALWAYS 7 
PRESSED NEATLY, AND 

WE SEEMED SMART. 


‘| |THEY GoT MARRIED Six MONTHS LATER 2 9 


cu 


ae YC 
‘ a 2 ) + a 9 
|AND HAD MEA YEAR AFTER THAT. , a 


Rasiaratins HER 


Te ee es 


AND THERE THEY WERE... TWO (MM\GRANTS AND THEIR 
AMERICAN-BoRN DAUGHTER, IN A STRANGE ae ry 


ae a 
iis ie HLT 


[THEY WERE ON THEIR WAY TO THE... | 


A BIG HOUSE with A 
WHITE PICKET Fence! 


CREDIT CARps ! Luxuey HANDBAGS! 


A MERCEDES Beatz 
ENOUGH Money To SEND BACK ~ OR A LEXusl 


Home 10 THE PARENTS! 


Zl 


RALPH LAUREW Polo SHIRTS Foe 
KIDS THAT WELE AMERICAN— 
BUT NOT TOO AMERICAN! 


LIVING AT HOME ywril YouRE 
MARRIED 16 A GREAT way Td SAVE 
MONEY) @Pm & PERFECTLY 
REAVONABLE fam 29 cuerew 
Fok AN I9- ~ YEAR- OL 
ON A Feipay wicurl 


WELL, ALMOST ON THEIR WAY. THINGS WERE TENSE AT HOME, 


/wHAT Do you nz | gam 
=. 


Ag OuT SENDING OUR, 
Se yA A CATHOLIC 


THAT SKIRTS Tod 


| SHORT. CAN YOU 
WEAR f[oMETHINL 
ALITTLE MORE 


4 AN TIOAS 


Mo! 


EVENTUALLY, MY PARENTS GoT A DIVORCE. S 


| MOVED 1N WITH MY MoM. MY DAD GOT A JoB AgouT 
A THREE-Houg peive AWAY, | WOULD SEE Him EVERY 
OTHER WEEKEND. 


FoR MY Mom, LIFE RETURNED TO THE CRNZY Hiren 
LIFE SHE HAD BEFORE ME. EXCEPT NOW, SHE WAS A 
SINGLE PARENT, JUGGLING A FULL-TIME JOB AND THINKiMG 
FoR TWO. 


MY PARENTS HAD So many 
Hopes FOR THEMSELVES, 


THE REALITY WAS THEY WERE So 
fe THEY WANTED] 
pee | — 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS LATER, MY PARENTS WOULD TELL Me THAT 
BEING MARRIED To EACH OTHER WAS THE CLOSEST THEY EVER 
GOT To THE AMERICAN DREAM, 
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M4 FAMILY DIDN'T LOOK 
SE Ti Oy Mies Sebi pV. 


ON TV, FAMILIES LooKED LIKE THIS: 


DAD + HALA, My 
—~ STEP MOM 


TITA ARNEL oe TATAY TiTO MALO 


+ MONGGO WAS MY MOST-HATED Food AS A KID. IT's 
A FILIPINO DISH OF STEWED MUNG BEANS, WITH A 
GRAY LOLOR AND A CONSISTENCY OF SLUDGE. \ ACTUALLY 


LIKE (tv Now! (SEE RECIPE BELOW) 


) 


FABULOUS 


Adapted from a cece 
by Nora Data. Serves jG 
This is & popular weeknight 
Aish, SCrved with steamed 
vice and something LOIS py 
Onthe side: (like fried fish 
or pork belly), 
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"y Cue shrimp, peeled and Sliced 
2 cups Sprnach 
fish Savce and pepper 4o taste 


{| —— -- 


* Sauté gare tomatoes and onion ua) fi 
Sot in some oi) AA chimp and pork |: 
and Gir fer 4 Minute. 

* Add Mung beans and Shrimp paste. Add 


INGREDIENT S 
| Cup mUng beans soaked oNerai ght O 
lthsp olive oil () 
LtbSs p Shrimp paste - 


A, pork, boiled and sliced into 
bite -$12@ pieces 


4 cups water 


2 cloves garlic minced 
3 tomatoes chopped 
| onion, chopped 


| 


| 
| 
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the 4 cups of water and ict 
simmer for IS minutes. 
© Geason with 4iSh Sauce and Pepper to 
4qasre. , 
“Add spinach and wok vatil 
wilted. 

Serve immediately, li ke xis: 


Pork BELLY 


Mowb60 


RACE 


ON Tv, kiDS GoT ALLOWANCES FOR DOING EXTRA CHORES. 
IN MY FAMILY, THERE WAS No SUCH TRING. 


aA AL IF | Mow THE Law”, 


| HAVE AN 
IDEA. WAY pony 
YOU TAKE OUT 
THE TRASH. Fok 


WE DOWT HAVE FRE €. 
a weanver™ 

A LAWN. AND S° 

457d yu MOR 

WANT ME TO -7 \/ 


SMACK You !2 


ON TV, MOMS BAKED CookiES AND DADS PLAYED CATCH 
INTHE YARD WITH THEIR KIDS, inevER DID THAT WITH My 


a a | HEY DAD! witt | 
SEE YoU THIS 
WEEKEND? OH, NEXT 
WEEKEND ? AH, NO 
REASON. JUST CALLING 
TO SAY HI, 


CAW 40U 
HEAT ME 
Up SOME 
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THEY DIDNT ALLOW STUFF THAT Most PARENTS Dive es a 
ALLOWED STVFF Most PARENTS DIDNT. 


C tal : 
HANLIWG OVT AFTER schooL ! 


M4 CRUSH 2 WELL, 
L LIKE JONATHAN! 


CLASS, SAVED ME FROM 
> ARATE: by 


SLECEDUERSE 7 


ORDERING 


cF Bee De Gorete | 
Ca CURRICULAR ii 
TIVITIES! f : 


AC 


MIN MIN, Youpe 
A STueip ASS, 


CusSSING IN 


fan oe ai 
—, 


EATING CANDY) 


eas s Iida INA “S3iLIny Loy OV INDIVAIN 
apathy IYOUSKA 


EVEN THOUGH | WAS 
Just A K\D, 1 COULD 
SEETHAT MY PARENTS 
WERE STRUGOLING. 


WHEN | WAS SIX MY MOM HAD Min 
MIN. HER DAD MAY HAVE BEEN FILI Pino, 
AND MINE EGYPTIAN, BUT WE WERE 


MOM WORKED TWO JaBs 
SEVEN DAYS A WEEK, ON 
THANKSGIVING AND 

CHRISTMAS, TO PAY FOR 
PRIVATE SCHOOL... 


NANAY HELPED OvT A Lot AND Took 
CARE OF US. os Shi 


d Oe 


Nae 


PRIVATE TUTORS... 


HA-HA, MIN MU, 
you CANT READ. 


THOSE AFE, 
Like , 380! 


Buy 1 LOVE 

sAMANTHA.Z 
j a 

THE VICTURIAN ONE, goo! 

Ribyt? TEES, JUST READ THY 

fy — Sa 


IT WAS IMPORTANT TO HER 
THAT Min AWD | KNEW AND 
CARED ABouT ART, Music, AN D 

CULTURE. SHE WANTED US TO BE 
*L "EXPOSE D® 


MOMS GREATEST EXTRAVAGANCE 
WAS TAKING US ON BIGTRIPS 
ABROAD, SHE USED THe PERKS 
FeRoM HER JOB AT Aw 

AIR LIME. 


THIS 1S A 
JUNK BOAT!) 


i knew THAT EVERYTHING | HAD WAS 
My Moms SACRIFICES 


SO \IRIEO To work 
HARD, TOo. | 
SS | 


| TRIED TOLIVE uP To THE viRtuEs OF... 


TRE PERFECT FILIPINO KID! 


ALWAYS HAVE Moms 
House SLIPPERS READY 
WHEN SHE GETS Home 

FROM WORK. 


MAGICALLY KNOW WHEN 
THE RICE COOKER 1s 
EMPTY. AND MAKE 
FLAWLESS RICE EVERY TIME. 


Pvt O\NTME NT 


ON TATAY'S SCABS 


ee 
WHEN {| was ABOUT \I HE SAID HE WAS GOING FoR A SHORT 
WHILE,TO TAKE CARE OF MY GRANDPA 


pAp movep TO Ec4pr. 
— who Was SICK. 


HE WAS GONE A LOOONGG 6G6G TIME... 


LE HAD FOUND A MANAGEMENT JOB AT 
ONE OF CAIRO'S FANCIEST HOTELS. 


EVENTUALLY | LEARNED 
HE was Not MOVING 


WHETHER HE WAS HAPPY WITH HIS LIFE IN CALIFORMWIA. 
HE HAD A JOB Iw A SMALL TOWN FAR AWAY AND Ut 


ni ity | ji 
THATS IT FOR VOW OW 
WORLD NEWS 
TONIGHT. Jy 


h PETER TENNINGS. 
= 


SOMETIMES | FELT LIKE | WAS HIS ONLY FRIEND, AND 
I pipw'r EVEN GET 10 SEE HIMTHAT OFTEN. MAYBE 
HE was BETTER. Orr INE GYPT. (ee oO 


| 00k! Que Kite 1S 
FLYING $0 HIGH! 


WITH MY DAD GONE, | SPEWT Most OF my 
CHILDHOOD WITH THE FiliPivo SIDE OF My 


FAMILY, WHO ALL LIVED WITHIV A S-MILE RADIUS, 
WE DID EVERYTHING TOGETHER. 


LcgoKED WiTl | WENT SHOPPING WITH 


NANAY, TITO MARo. 


, AG 


We WANT THE 
Big CRAB! 


GARLIC, ONIONS, 
TOMATO— THE 


F 
FiriPiNno 


CoO0KINGI 


| WENT 10 THE LIBRARY 
WITH TAT TATAY. 

HAVE YOU READ 
JOHN uPDIKe YET? 


{put Your \ 
HANDS 
ON THE 

HAN DLE- 

BARSII 


MY TIT0S AND TITAS, MY NAWAY AND TATAY: 
Po EL VED PAISE ME, oe Ke 


Wh 0 wANTS 
Hot avo SovR- 
Soup EATING ALL 
THE SHRIMP 
ON THE FRIED 


En/An Wel / 
yave ANOTHER WY 


y 
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Pees 
T HAVENT 
EVEN GOTTEN VJ 
A PIECE YET! 
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GREETING ELDERS: 
ASK FOR A BLESSING, 
CALLED MANO PO." 


TAGALOG 


Eqq—ltlog 


Girl-Babae | soapSabon | 


Milk- Gatas | tomers” 
House- Bahay 


Kamatts 


(chool— 


Es Kwela : @ 


Eat with a Spoon and fork. Eat with oa 
Rice iS the main staple, eaten 


with fried or stewed fish/ meat, 


AS | GREW OLDER, | REALIZED THAT MY MOMS Sipe 
OF MY FAMILY WAS DIFFERENT FROM MY DAD'S — IN 
ALMOST EVERY WAY, 


biv\- Bint 
Mi \K = Laban 


B House - Beit 


Fork, knife, or vse bread 
ag aq vitensil. Vk youre Muslim, 
absolviciy NO PORK! 


J GREETING ELDERS: LoTs 
OF KISSES AND Hu6sI 


| QUICKLY LEARNED THE CODE OF CONDUCT, 


ae white 
yl 


V4. 
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i AS oF 


) GREETING 


SITTING SEPARATELY 
FROM MEV e Oo 


SERVING ELDERS 
(WoT CHILDREN) 
FIRST 


THANKING GOD 
WHEN GIVING A 


Comp LIMENT 


COMMENTING ON 
EERO. ened 


WEARING SLIPPERS 
INSIDE THE House 


BEING ON TIME 


FORTUNATELY, IT WAS EAS4 TO BE FILIPIVO-AMERICAN 
IN CERRITOS, THE TOWN IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WHERE | 


* PORE Buns. Thet ee 
CooL NOW BYT NIT So 
AYCH BACK THEN, 


WHAT ARE you Doivé 
THIS SUMMER? 


iM GOING TO THE 
Tabi P PINES FOR TWO 


MONTHS TO SPEND TIME WITH 
My COUSIN SI 


\M TRAVELING THIS SUMMER.) 
TOO! EXCEPT im GOING TO 
EGYPT To SEE My pAp 


Ree 


SHES so Pameen U 


WHAT THAT 
MEANS. AND 


NEWS FLASH | 


WELL, THEY WERE ALMOST LIKE ME. FILIPINO-EGYPTIAMS 


ARE You SURE YouRE DAA AAM! 


is TRUE. WE 

EVEN HAVE TO 

SHARE A ROOM 
TOGETHER, 


OKAY. MAYBE Youre 


TO ME, NOTHING MIXED ME 
uP MoreE THAN RELIGION, 


M4 DAD WAS A DEVOvT 

MUSLIM. HE WENT TO THE 

MOSQVE oN FRIDAYS 
= i oa 1 


DIDNT DRINK ALCOHOL .OR EAT poRk 


HER IN A DREAM. EVEN THOU 6H iT WA WAG THE BMHDIDDLE OF 


THE WIGHT, WE PRAYED THE ROSARY AT THE SPOT WHERE 


Mom SAW HER. 


SHE WAS RIéyr 
HERE! SHE TOLD me— 
SHE TOLD ME 
EVERYTHING 
WOULD BE 


ALL RIGHT | 
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FIRST COMMUNION. 
WHATS YouR CHRISTIAN NAME? : 
= OKAY, Do you Sind 
la HAVE ANY OTHER NAMES? 


MALAKA MAGED MoHAMmED 
GHAR\G ABDELLATIE. 
Z,) Bian LeTs Go™ 


WITH... UM... 
FATIMA, 


Kor 


AN 


BISMILLAHIR 
RAHMANHIE 


OKAY, AT THE 
ENO, You SAY 

"RAHEE CEEEM” 
AND PAUSE. 


ALHAMDU 
LiLcAH 


YOu DON'T 
NEED To 

SAY "AND 
PAUSE," 


HE MADE THE®™ So | COULD 
PRACTICE WHEW HE waswT 
AROUND. | TUST ListewED 
To THEM BECAWE | 
M\ISSED THE SouND OF 
Hie WRVCE... 


| eo | 


\J 


pAD vSED TD REWRD , 
HIMsELE RECITING 
ERsES OF THE KoRAN 
ue CASSETIE TAPES. 


MY 
pad SAYS 


per er We THERE'S 
ONLY 


INTHE Holy NO os 
TRIMITY: THE FATHEP, [te ONE 
THE $0N, ANO THE. | bop, 


MEANWHILE 


WiTH My Mom. 


NO,THANK YOU. \ 
| GOT you \\ we Dow'T CELEBRATE } 


A PRESENT] /\caRistmas. 
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OUT OF RESPECT FoR My PagEeNTs, | 


TRIED To FotvtoW THEIR FAITHS. 


| LOVED THE 
FORGIVENESS, PEACE, 
AND MERCY OF 
THE VIRGIN MALY. 

} FELT LIKE | COULD 
TELL HER ALL MY 
SECRETS. 


|} LOVED THAT 


=, Monammend WAS 
JUST A MESSENGER 


OF GoD. TO ME HE 
WAS A SYMBOL OF 
HUMILITY AWD 
SELFLESS NESS. 


| LOVED THE 
GREATNESS AND 
ABSOLYTENESS OF 
ALLAH. KNOWING 
THERE WAS NO GoD 
BuT HiM WAC 
COMFORTING. 


| LovEO THE 
PoMP AND 
CIRCUMSTANCE 
OF CATHOLICISM. 
[FELT LIKE | WAS 
A PART OF 
SOMETHING. 


| WISHED THAT 4 CouLD HAVE Smushep 
THEM ALL TOGETHER {NTO ONE FAITH. 
| £0 ve FOR MOST OF MY CHILDHOOD, | DID 


DEAR GOD, AND THE VIRGIN MARY . 
BuT SORRY, NoT YOu, JESUS: PLEASE 
LET ME GET A 600D GRADE ON 
THE Qviz TOMORROW. AND DoNT 
LET WE GET IN TROUBLE IN MATH 
CLASS. PLEASE WATCH OVER MOM 


AND DAD, AND MIN MIN AND TITO 
MAR0, AND NMANAYAND TAA 


Sse 


AMEN. | MEAN, 
AMEEN*! 


¥ How muslims 


SAY NAMEN” 


M4 PARENTS HAD A DEAL. 
SCHOOL WITH MY MOM In THE STATES, 
SUMMERS WITH MY DAD IN EGYPT, 


SUMMER IN EGYPT WAS So DIFFERENT FROM THE LIFE | 


THERE WAS TIME To EAT LONG, LEISURELY BREAKFASTS ON 
THE BALCONY | | | Sti 


ny FOURTH 
FALAFEL 
SANDWICH 


{F You PuT THE LEAVES 
IN A BOvK, THE BACK 
OF IT TURNS GOLD! 


TRAP MY DAD TAVLHT ME 
TO MAKE WHEN {WAS A kiD. 


Fy cad StTeawperey” ¥ 
BEIRST, LOSERS! 


ai ‘ae / 


VAIS VS wr Gobae CALLED FRvIT’Y 
FoR INSTRUCTIONS, TURN THE PAGE. 


N 


' 


De Ba ee 
e4 FUN PAGE = ), 


eS 


—\ “le Nias 


rl tA) GAME 


; EACH PLAYER PICKS 
THE NAME OF A FRUIT 
FOR THE MSELVES. 


3 TAKE TURNS FLIPPING 
OVER YouR CARDS ONE AT 
A TIME. IF Jou SEE A 
PLAYER FLIP OVER A 
CARD THAT MATCHES 
YOURS YELL OVT THE 
NAME OF THEIR FRUIT. 


IF Y0V SAY ) THEIR FRUIT 
Oe THEY TAKE ALL Your 


|. vl GA HOLE ARGE 
ENOVGH FOR A FOOT. 


2. COVER HOLE WITHA 
SINGLE SHEET OF 
NEWSPAPER. 


SAY YOUR FRUIT FIRST 
YOU TAKE THEIR FLIPPED 


CAZD pice. 
4 THE OBJECT OF THE 
GAME \$ JO GET RID OF 
ALL YOUR CARDS FIRST. 


S KEEP PLAYING UA TIL THERE 
IS ONE PLAYER LEFT. GOOD LUCE! 


6° @ 


3, SPRINKLE NEWS PAPE IR 
LIGHTLY WITH SAND TO 
CAMOUFLAGE. 


44 WAIT FOR SOMEONE TO 
STEP IN YOUR TRAP | 


| SPoKE ENGLISH 
\ —~ (WITH A TAGALOG Ff: 
\ = > 


BASICALLY, | FELT Like 


me MY DAD WAS ALWAYS TRYING To 
ite ME LIFE LESSONS, WE HAD LIMITED TIME TOGETHER 
GUESS HE JUST WANTED TO CRAM EVERYTHING IN. 


WALK STRAIGHT | 
WITH YOUR HANDS 
BEHIND Your BACK. 


STAND WITH your 
FEET TOGETHER! 


YEAH, BUT Suck 
YOUR STOMACH IN, 


DO NOT 
LEAVE THIS TAGLE 
UNTIL YOU CAN 
EAT WITHA 
FORK AND KNIFEI 


Pfavt wiTH Mom \ 
| | EAT WITH 
A SPOON ANO & 


i 
SEE, MALAKA 
EVEN AN ANT 
KNOWS ITS PURPOSE 
IN THE WORLD. 

ONE DAY, YOU 
WILL, TOO. 
Te a 


BUT, DAY, 
\M Not AN 


HE ALSO TALKED TO ME ABOUT THINUS THAT MY FamiLy | 
BACK IN CALIFORNIA NEVER DISCUSSED: POLITICS, 
| THE NEWS, WORLD AFFAIRS, HISTORY 


WHICH COUNTRY 1)0 YOU THINK 


1S THE MOST POWERFUL IN 
THE WORLD? 


=f YES! BuT WHAT IF | TOLD YOu THAT 

| BEFORE AMERICA, IT WAS THE UK, 
AND BEFORE THAT, IT WAS Rome, 
ANO BEFORE THAT, Eo4er? 


NO, vAdl it 
wns AS 


| LEARNED Avot FRomMy STEPMOM HALA, noo. 
SHE TAUGHT ME HOW To gE A Wo MAN *25= ee 


UNLIKE M4 MOM, HALA 
UNDERSTOOD MY THICK, 
Cv2-y HAIR AND 
SHOWED ME 
HOW TO 
TAME IT. 


INE BAKED CAKES 
AND LOOKED 
TOLETHER. 


CHE BoubRT ME my FyesT 
J) PAIR OF HEELS (SILVER, 
WHITE AND 8AB4-@ LUE 
PLATF OMS), AND TAUGHT ME 
TO WALE IN THEM. EIND OF. 


] f SHE WAS THERE 
WHEN 1 GOT MY 


< FIRST aes) 
SHE os) aay 


ME Row To BELLY 
DANCE (ALTHOUGH | 
EVER REALLY “GOT” IT). 


SHE WAS THE FIRST 
PERSON | EVER SMoKED 
A C\LARETTE WITH. 


27 MW SD SHE SHoweD mE 


7 “> HOW TO WAX MY 
" MuSTACHE. 
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SPENDING TIME jw EGYPT EXPOSED ME TO. Bae) li 


wit sami J con IN CALIFORNIA. 


I'm A SKATER Now, (TOLD HALA. 


THis VISOR \S PART OF 
: THE LOOK. YOu 


WHEN 1 WAS I4, | 
BROULHT MY 
SEATEBOARY | 10 meal 


OKAY, BUT 
Do You 

HAVE ANYTHIN 
ELSE To WEAR? 


AT FIRST, | 
THOUGHT IT WAS 
JusT Because THEY 
HAD NEVER SEEN A 
SKATEBOARD (OR Such 


DANK SKATE CLOTHES) 


| WAS STOKED TO SKATE AROUWD THE MALL 
AND THE NEIGHBORHOOD 


OR Maybe THEY WERE 


BLINDED D BY MY. 


oe Nias S. 


BuT NO, IT DEFINITELY WASN'T THAT. | NEVER 
BROUGHT mY SKATEBOARD TO EGYPT AGAIN, 


WHAT \ 
A\ SHE THINKING! 


, ALSO WITNESSED 


WE ONCE HAD A 12-YEAR-OLD Maid 
NAMED NEGLA. SHE DID HOUSEWORE, 
LAUWD 24, AND CHORES WHILE 1 JUST 
PLAYED. SHE ATE IN THE 


WERE $d POOR THAT 
THEY SENT THEIR 
CHILDREN 


= a 
1 N 
4 J ; | y 


| NEVER FORGOT THAT; | NEVER FORGOT HER, | REMEMGE 
ASKING HER IF SHE WAWTED TO DRAW WITH mE, BuT SHE 
c NAME, \T was $0 UNFAIR. 


WE HEARD THE BEACHES WERE CLEAN 
AND Not T00 CROWDED. sp 


THE FAMILY ROAD TRIP 
TO EL ARISH WHEW | 


BuT iT QUICKLY BECAME CLEAR 
SOMETHING WASN'T RIGHT. THE 
TOWN WAS DESERIED, AND |n 


THE DISTANCE, THERE WAS THIS 
SOUND oF SomeTHIVG 


Big any LOUD av? 
HEAV VI. 
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|M4 DAD EXPLAINED THAT WHAT WE WERE HEARING 
A WERE NS ISRAEL AND PALESTINE WERE po 

MOH TING, HE SAID. KN PERHAPS 
THAT EXPLAINS WHY 


NO ONE |S 
HERE! 


SEE, WERE 
JUST 30 MINUTES 
FROM THE GAZA 
SCRE. 


J : 
X LATER, 1D LEA@N THAT WHAT | HAD HEARD 
WAS THE SECOND INTIFADA, AN UPRISING oF 


pe a ee ee ian 
[THOUGHT THAT GOING THROVGH THAT STUFF CAVE ME 

THE RIGHT TO CALL MYSELF A “TRVE EGYPTIAN.” BUT IT 
TURNS ouT | HAD. A LOT MoRE LEARN peeps 


WHEN | WAS AGOUT 20, 
A BUNCH OF MY EGYPTIAN - 
AMERICAN FRIENDS ANO | 
WENT TD ALEXANDRIA 70 
ATTEND ovek FRIEND 
SALLY'S wEDDING. 


| SOME OF THOSE FRIENDS HAD ONLY 
BEEN 1T0-EGYPT A HANDFUL OF 
Ves. Ul THEYeCeEMED TO 
KNOW EVERYTHING ABOUT... 


THEY KNEW HOW 10 ZAGHRAT— 
MAKE A “LOLO LOLOLOLO” SoUND 
WITH THEIL MOVIHS, FOR THE 


ry? 
7BOLY WOLY OLY 
BLABBITY BLUI 


= 


WHY DIDNT 
YoU TELL MC 
| Suck (2 


— 


3g) 


THEY KNEW WHAT TO 
WEAR To THE WED DING. 


THE SUMMERS IN. THE WORLD IN EGYPT COULD 
NEVER REPLACE ORO WING ve wiTH M4 DAD. 


“MAYBE IF HE 
LIVED IN 
Sean | 


en OF A ae 


“OREVER 2I 
SUNDRESS! 


IN MOMENTS LIKE THOSE, | TRIED 
TOREMEMBER WHY | CAME To 
EGYPT IN THE FIRST PLACE: 


FROM WHEN | WAS 12 COMES TO MIND 


WE WERE IN A TowW OW THE MEDITERRANEAN CALLED MARSA 
MaTzoun. DAD AND | SPENT THE WHOLE DAY ON THE BEACH. 
AS THE SuN WAS SETTING, HE SAID, “LETS Go BACK FoR OWE Last pie,” 


6] 
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IN M4 HIgh SCHOOL, 
THE CLASS PRESIDENT wAS KOREAN 
AND THE PROM QVEEN, FILIPINO. 


AT A SCHOOL AS DIVERSE As CERRITOS HIGH, THE Most 
IMPORTANT QUESTION YoU CoULD ASK. Was 


9 


A i= > 
DIAN AMERICA pe ESS IRAN\AN- AMERICAV = sAPAIVESE - 
AMERACAN 


AME R\ LAN 


CHS 
poss - CovNiP 9d 


lee 


FILL PIN O- 6 ERMAN- a ME XI CA N- 


STANI - 
ae Ameri CAN AMERICA TY AMERICAN 


AMERICAN 


E- PALESTINIAN - 
Korean -AMERICAV rae PAKISTANI - AMERICA IV AMERICA 


¥ uaree ('D COME To LEARN THE FLAWS OF THis QUESTION .. 
But THATS = Ras CHAPSI Ho si 


65 


66 


TW THe MEANTIME , IT WAS ONE OF THE QUICKEST WAYS 
T 0 UNDERSTAND EACH OTH E RS CUL TURES | ——— 


IM PAKISTAN Musi mM oe 


IT AGAINGT 
YOUR DADd's 
RELIGION To MARRY 


BuT SOMEONE LIKE Youe mom? 


MUSLIM MEW CAN 


OMG! Im HALE 
FILYPINO, TOO! 


WHEN PEOPLE ASKE D ! 
ME THIS QUESTION, } 


| FOUND IT HARD 
TO ANSWER. 


WELL... [IM EGYPTIAN- FILIPINO. 


| GREW vp wiTH MY FILIPINO FAMILY 
HERE IN CERRITOS. LEAT RICE EVERY DAY, 
AND \WENT To CATHOLIC SCHOOL, BUT 


MY DAD is MysLIM AND LIVES IN EGYPT. 
\ SPEND MY SUMMERS WiTH HIM! | CAN 
UNDERSTAND TAGALOG AND ARABIC. 

ESAYAK. KAMUSTA KAZ So \ GUESS 
BOTH § WELL, | KIND OF FEEL MORE 


EILIPINO BEC AUS E THATS WHo | SPENT 


MORE TIME WITH. 


THATS 
CoOL, (GE SS. 
IM JUST REGULAR 
Oy ew Od 


*How ARE Your” IN ARABIC AND TALALOG 


68 


LIKE ALL KIDS IN AMERICA, WE WERE VERY 
HEAVILY INFLUENCED BY TY, MOVES, AND Pop Viewet., 


REQUEST 
LIVE 


HANLING OvT HERE 
FoR yoves 


bo? by 


ORM 2 kes 


BUFFY, 
DAWSON, 
AND ALL (MY 
FRIENDS OW 
THE we 


MIXES 


| WANTED WHAT CHE HADI 


A LOVE TRIANGLE 
AN CIRCLE OF SMART BETWEEN GuY¥S LIkE 
GAL PALS WHO WERE INTo BEN AND NOEL 
SONGWRITING, GETTING 600D GRADES, 
AND WITCHCRAFT <i 


LETS BE 
(ERI0NS PEN, 


we 


SOPHISTICATION IN 


THE FoRM OF ANTHROPOLOGIE 
SWEATERS AND DEAN 


& DELUCA (of FEE 


co IREALLY WANTED, THOUGH, WAS TO MEET pEAL |_, 


CS —) 


Ne 


-- 
e— 
5 
All; 
Z 
g 
Z 
SZ 


He wasvy WHITE, BUT HE WAS CLOSE 


IN FRESHMAN YEAR, | HAD 
A MEGA-CRUSH ON A Boy 
NAmep JORGE. 


teHeE HAD B- 


“HE WAS “TL INCH Egustep 
MEX CAN — iy 8) TEES 
PoeTuGVESe |r , *HE HAD A 
AMERICAN i rE SLATER - Pune 
“HE HAD Loo (HE Y 


FAV SIAN THE 6EAMS) 


But OF Covyece We 
PAip NO AVTENTIow 


BEING ONE OF THE "WHITEST” goys IN SCHoDL, | 
He RALLY HD WS PK Cie qa, ae cae, : 


re 


1 HAD-NO FREAKING CLUE WHERE MJ 
OBSESSION CAME FROM. | JusT KNEW, AS 


THEYRE REAL 
AMERICANS. 


b eo, ee : 
bes 
CRO EN 


HEY 

Do NORM arm Elid 
STUFF Like EAT = THEY'RE ON TV 
SANDWICHES FOR LYNCH. pnp iy THE movies 


WHY 
White Pephe 


ARE 50 CooL 


CLoTHES AND 
Makeue Just 
LOOK BEITER ON 
THE m! wie 
; Dow'TcmELL LIKE FRIED 
) FISH AND FRIED 
% GaRLic \N THE MORNING. 


—s 
- 
= 


THEYRE RICHER 


THAN EVERYONE 
ELSE ! 


THEY 
GET 
To 
HAVE ‘ 
coot jogs; Ww SWUM 
LIKE MAGAZINE cuEY WAVE CLEAN, PERFECT, HUGE 


EDITORS. HOUSES. 


OKAY, \F 1M BEING HONEST, MAYBE | *DID* HAVE 
SOME THEORIES as to way | THOUGHT THIS WAY, 


ko a a AT He i ca 
| MM IWHITE Bo4s To LIKE ME2 
WAS ro Se 


EVERYONE IN MY TOWN Was 


BROWN AND | COULDN'T HELP 
BUT FEEL THAT BEING WHITE 
MADE YOU EXTRA SPECIAL? 


PEOPLE SAID \ LIKED 
“WHITE PEOPLE" STUFF? 


LY weezer 
LY Kurt Vonmequt 


\WAS TAUGHT FRom AN EARLY AGE THAT 
EVERYTHING WHITE PEOPLE DID was BETTER? F/ma,Y 


|SAWA WHITE 
WOMAN WEAR 
THIS AT THE 
AIRPORT so | 
B0uG HT ONE, 
SUCH FING TASTE! 
HOW Do | Look? 


LLION 
a NOS: 


DANb, IT WAS PROBABLY A Cameo OF ALL THESE Tuisvesl 


By THE END OF SophomoeE 


YEAR, | HAD HEALD IT YOURE wl TEWASHED. 


ENOUGH TO KNOW \T ABOUT 


WHAT \S IT é 
you GOT 
Ba) SOMETHING 

TO 


AT oye SCHOOL, THE TERM “WHITE WASHED" HAD A VERY 
OPEV ENC MEANING IT MEANT YOU WERE TRYING To ACT WHITE 


1T MEAWS YOUREA BI6 
ae ee FAT POS ae hil 


7 7 LIKE 
WHITE STUFE, 
$0 WHAT!? 


IN 2002, BEING CALLED A Posee WAS EVEN 
Worse THAW BEING CALLED WHITE WASHED? 
IT MEANT you Wert _A FAKE—A PHONY! 

—<— 
YOH. [F i 


DIDN'T HAVE ae ey : 


TRIG Quiz THEN 
| WOULD TOTALLY 
SKIP £CHOOL 

FoMoReow! 


is) 


"WHITEWASHED" AND" POSER” Weee Just A FEW OF THE 
LABELS 1 LEARNED AT CERRITOS HIGH.[” agi 
Td WAS A ‘te Ra z 


AS\AN ON = 
THE CONDE , WHITE ON 
THE INSIDE 


FO PeEGH OF F 
THE 80AT 
wre Be FRESH OFF 


THE BOAT-Y 
CRAS ICALLY, 


WHITE ON THe OUTSIDE, 
AS\AN ON THE INSIDE 


COOL worp FoR "ASIAN" 


OPULAR IN. AIM 
(very a ScREEW NAMES) 


HEY! 1m NoT 
FOBBY. THAT's 
Your TIiTo 


pore 


POLTYGUESE 
PEOPLE CALL FOBS 


B ATERM BOKROWED 

jo FROM MEXICAN SLANG 

ye ROVGHLY MEANING 
"Ho MIE" IN SPANISH 


HAWAIAN WORD 7 
P DESCRIBE MIXED- RACE « 


KIDS 


= 9 
ty) 5 9 ra) 


THE LINGO DIDNT REALLY GIVE ME ASENMSE OF 
BELONGING. |F | HAD TO MAKE UP ATERM foe 


IT WOULD BE |. gesertoutte ame 


9 


ZAATAR- COVERED 


FALAFEL: ° 


SURPRISE 


ee) (INSIDE, THERE'S A LITTLE 
<< CHUNK OF SPAM, HA- HA-Hal) o 


o o 


WRITIVG ABOUT THIS STUFF ( PLUS 
Bo¥S, GRADES, AND FRIEMD DRAMA) 


IN My PRECIOUS JOURNAL. READ 


0 
f9) 


ELIS OO FO ot 
UH 45d mI Mw tun 
toal coh sng Sau mn wy 
roh funny aur WS a 
One 47919 mm) ahs my Ut 
449 fO2 YI PYV' Mm" Sy} 
Vd rp bung tom mow 
(Brey YQ waaay 
ivd opm! ‘&vy dp ms y | 


1 Aiea oe 
ay By Tm) WTA PISt 


Eh ep 


ld Le 


yer 


= eva | 
JUv tnaliS+ 


Balt 


| WiQuly crpchtu 
Pted ie be 4 gtae 
wit Chliices Shin, 
for everwn'ns fan 
$2, Svit pay choct 


may not rapper 
Might be andAvensi- 
for sur ule Crease , 
taty digi, M44 
Sora 5s shu Fe. 


Vin g pilion Chay 


Coo\ prople 
VCD do ceo 
tugs . \ covid 
sate for Spla & 
MCE PAY CHKELk . 
inet S Fags. 7 

CON be cRaAhve 


ist cle. veo eer , (money. Bling. 
q Golnultsad- 


RB ULAVHS YYW KG 


booze - 7002 
Cw weds $1d939KI) 


SS SS 
ro Ganypy td 
"wy A -pPwmMon mA 
{ Lino saa 
| NA AQ Sao 
bofizie 
5.8.02 po é). y 
Wing corey matron Fah “ / z Qo 
Noore+alles tune £/7* akschoo\! itp lilee tay @: Ed a 
Fraleiny tavistlote ac SOMA ay [a 4 = = 


}O ps fox 

| een ee 
homecomimn san. 
jk WO) So “fun! 
\mnink ib becquye a 
9% Sil danced (1) 
MIN ML and SALA 
a 


6] 4 [0% 

AA Ve" \eetidag Cric and y 
Yad an hour town a4 nignp 
anu Ceir Swe at mic hae’ i242.’ 
Wwe. wo nt oud AIM ste, yan: 
VEVOALOTY in tun Heuet tng bag: 
wlio + wot Coddied. gy 
facco wore eal, cline to each 
OThL- ud isorr uf Rened AA EF 


ee Oo en) 


- wt. 


MINI ZINE @ 


a ‘ TEAR THIS PAGE OvuT OF 


2.FOLD) THE PapER |wTO 


3. FOLD THE PAPER In 


fi S$. FOLD IN PLACE. NOW Yo 


HOW TO MAKE THIS 


THE Book (YES, REALLY, DO 
IT NOWl AND Do IT 
NEATLY®). 


EIGE Tats. 


HALE HAMBu RLER-wWISE: 


CuT ALOWG THE DOTTED @ aay 
LINES IN THE CENTER. ae 
4. forp THE PACE HOT P06- O se 


Wise AND COLLAPSE 
THE paPpeER INTO A Bouk’ 


KvOW How To MAKE A mui 
ZINE... S2 MAKE Youg own | 


EVEN AmMoNostT MINORITIES, | WAS A MINORITY, EVER Yo~eE 
IN HIGH SCHOOL HYNG out WITH PEOPLE BASED ON 


Clues, SPORTS, ETHNICITY. WHOD BE MY Fiend? 


naa 


es EM - cr asseoums 
i= B® -1Ares 
PAKISTAMI -TABL 


7 LS Le 
= 


INDIAN Jocks 


ee ie ANS: 


cru GN £ 
KOREAN (oil 


kopéaw bieLs) hs peony ee - 
Feom 
THE aw 


AVIME aw eS Ee 
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SOMETIMES | WOMDERED, WHEN My SISTER MIN MIN, WHO 
IF | LOOKED A LITTLE MORE \S FULL FILIPINO, CAME TO 
FILIPINO, WOULD IT CERRITOS SIX YEARS LATER, 


OR eS ee HER SOCIAL LIFE WAS SoRTED 
“ANG OUT WITH THE | We 


He EY! 90 you WANA 
HANG OUL WITH us 2 


lp THEY KNEW 

1 WAS FILIPINO, Jf 
MAY BE THEYD 
ASK ME TO & 
JOIN THEIR 


Hip-Hop KIDS, JOINED THE FILIPINO ETHNICALLY AMBIGUOUS, 
CLuB, AND paieD FItiPivo buds. a AND WHITEWASH ED, TO 


.. A MOTLEY CREW OF PUNK KIDS. "THE Geoue,” AS WE CAWLED 
OURSELVES, CAME FROM ALL DIFFERENT BACK CROUNDS— BUT we | 


HAD lors IN COMMON. (O7 
ag, ee ‘ &, 
& pAd 


i | On| AR SAIN 


ra aaa / | al 


JOSH MALAKA TAMES JORLE ERAC 


KAD\ 


NATE 


WE MADE Fun oF Poser’ 


yo, HAVE You HEARD 
OF THE BAND... MUS KAT, 
Lemon gvice 2 


LOsee, | 
Just MADE 
THAT BAND UP 


Le 
Cie 
x 
WE WORE 


pins ANDO PATCHES. 


WE MADE . 
Lines + COMIX. . 


WE DABBLED IN GRAFFITI 
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WiMalaka ™ 


My 
Gharib “fats 


a ____—— 


AT 


iy GAVE ME SO MuCH VALIDATION. 
SCHOOL | ALWAYS FELT LIKE AN 

OUTSIDER, A MISFIT. A WeIRDO. BUT 
MAYBE THAT WAS TOTALLY OKAY. 
MAYBE THATS WHAT MADE ME COOL. 


| HAD TO GO TO COLLEGE IN NEW YoR¥. 
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1 DIDN'T GET IN. 
Dear Malaka, 


| APPLIED TO NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 
WHERE | THOUGHT FELICITY WENT. 


TURNS OUT IT PIDN'T EVEN | | DIDN'T GET 
MATTER BECAUSE FELICITY 
WENT To THE FICTIONAL 

UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK, 


AND MOST OF THE SHOW 
WAS SHOT IN LOS ANGELES. 


Se 


| a 


(WELL, WHo WAS | 
KIDDING? MY GRADES 
WEREN'T HIGH EMoUCH.) 


WE COULDN'T AFFORD IT, BVT | BEGGED MY mom TO LET 


., AND ASKED MY TITOS, TITAS, 
NANAY, AND TATAY TO 
PITCH IN WITH A LITTLE MONEY. 


ACTUALLY, MOM WAS 

ALWAYS LIKE THAT. IF 
MIN min OR | WANTED 
SOMETHING, SHE SUST MADE 
\T HAPPEN. 


LE ce Ae eee 


NO MATTER HOW DUMB OR 


KAY! | S\GNED You 
up Foe DRUM 
LéssowS! 


\ ie 


1T MEANT SHE TRUSTED IN My 
PLANS FOR THE Future. SHE 
BEWIEVED IW mel. - 


AL 


BUT HELPING ME GO TO 
A STP DLY EXPENSIVE SCHOOL 
ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 


ON 


THE CONDITIONS FOR GOING TO SYRACUSE: GET A WORK 
STUDY, WIN AS MANY SCHOLARSHIPS AS HUMANLY PoSs|@LE, 
PAY FOR MY OWN STUDENT LOANS, ANO... 


me 


Okay, FINE, CREATIV 


> Aivuese 
JOuRNALISM ‘ aim. 


BUSINESS PERSOW 
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ONE BIGREASOM THEY AGREED To SEVD ME To SYRACUSE 
ie TITO MARO INSISTED WAS PART OF THE IVY LEAGUE, 


SENDING 
YOU TO A 
WHITE SCHOOL 
Joao Cay LEARN FROM 


EAT LIKE THEM. 
Vie ee Ge SRE yO 
ACT LIKE THEA. 


/ WAS READY! BRING 
[T ON! 10- way OH HUH of 
WAY OH UHH gi O-A- OH- UH 
oF OH WAY OH 
tal) tacit fo ae 


| HO-WAY- YO 
ol 


(FELIC/TY THEME 
(ONG) 


HUH FEEE 
YO YUHHS 


Min | 
RICE 
COOKER 


MOMMY NANAY, TITA PINKY, 
AvO MiN MIN PACKED ME A 
BALIKBAYAN BOX” OF STUFF | 
MGHT NEED In COLLEGE: 


LITTLE VIRGIA DD 


MARY STATUE 
LITTLE PACKETS OF CANNED 


BLE 
eae! MiceOWAVE ABL CHEESE 


PACKED IN Tomato 
Savce iM NEVER 
Gonwa GAT THIS! 


toa 1GIval | 
& “ye 


PapAYA SOAP?” 
For MY FACE 


gy 


HOTEL 
¥* BOXES OF GIFTS AND FOUD THAT oom | 
FILIPINOS SEND TO THEIR LOVED ONES. SLIPPERS 


Memo ee Na) 


; ALTO 
1) oa Aig 


MN THE DORMS, | COULDNT TELL THE GIRLS “APART. 
THEY ALL LOOKED THE SAME. Ge a 


to} 


| THOUGHT 


: ’ 


DO You HAVE 
ee ot gin? _\ ANY EXTRA 
THUMB TACKs 2 


ym KIM, 
KATE'S 
l (HORTER 
{HAN ME, 


THEY DONT TAkeE 
THE/R SHOES O¢¢ 
IN THE House! 


READ IN 
MAGAZINES 


THEY DonrT gar 
RICE. ae ® 


6 
. Uswr tHar CRA2ZY/2 


NONE OF \T S€emeQ REALLY USEFUL, 


AND FAMILY JOLD ME. 


OH 


EVERYONE SEEMED TOKNOoW ALL THE SONGS AT THE BAR. 
om [4 p a Jd? 
WHOA, WERE HALEWAY a 


ras 
Wes 
ai 


arr 
| 
P 


PEON | 


| HAD TO GOOGLE THE LYRICS D 
= = 


REACHING OUT, 
TOUCHING You- 

/ MEAN, ME — 
TOUCHING J0U,.. 


| cEMED 
NEVER S ) 
50 6000 DP. 


Vw 


N 
Y fou Look 
TIRED. 


| wAS JUST STATING FACTS, BuT | LEARNED 
THAT COMMENTING ABOUT PERSONAL 
APPEARANCE WAS WOT CoOL.( ALTHOUGH 


VERY NORMAL IN ASIAN CULTURE.) 
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ANYWAY, | WAS DETERMINED TO || STARTED Golng To THE GYM. 
FOLLOW TITO MARO'S ADVICE | WAS VEVER ATHLETIC gyT IT 
ABOUT TRYING TO LEARN FROM | SEEMED LIKE ALL THE GIRLS 
WHITE PEOPLE. LIKED VSING THE ELLIPTICAL 
“AND DOING AB EXERCISES. 


(TRIED TO BE MORE OVTGOING 
AND CONFIDENT. 


° .- 
Dee 


AND \ KISSED A LOOOOTTTTT OF WHITE buys | @ 


\\ fo 


g'{ Whos up FOR 
\\'Seinw THE 
Bie ete © 


WOULD you L)|kE 
(ee WALES A 
MOVE TomlGyT2 


WEYYY. IVE BeEw SEXILED By 
My ROOMMATE, CAN | CRASH... 
In youR BED... TONIGHT ? 


ode 721 Teel ook 


ORE LIk 


eo a 


HEM... 


{~ 2 \ 
A$ BY Tt Ws ag; 
Lat bh(C ast 


VBIQVitous TOTE 
BAG THAT EVERY 
GIRL 


USE 0 2 
To -, 
CARRY m 
C00R ee 


Cut out this paper doll of Malaka. 
Then cut ovt the clothes and LCE SSO Be Dress 


Ld a Si ear transform and alter her 
per ona ity | 


FRAT PARTY 
N OUTFIT eel 


<\ otk THE WALL 
i ’ FLAT- | ROVED STREET 
HAIR TOURMAL 
(FREE IN 
Biz ¢CHOOL 
LouwGe) 


PARTY 
Top WITH HEA 
DBAN(D 
S$ 
are OF AND VERY 
LARLE 
SUG LASSES 


STARBUCKS 


PASTEL- 
a! CoLoRED 
O¥FORD, 


POPPED 
COLLAR 


OPTIONAL 


BLACK 


KNEE-HIGH | Leouines 


Boots (iT Was 
coup!) 


ff | | iiss 
a CONDOMS (aust In CASE!) 

a” Gum (ALWAYS) Mh 
a y bos 


} THICk 
2 00T 
S0UCS 


oi, 


MISSED Home. | 


DUDE. Do Nor 
Even THIMIE 


3 inser” 
er ABoUT PoPPING 
THAT coLckel 


F/ But THAT'S 
f{ WHAT 
| EVERYONE 

DES HERE, 


CoMETIMES IN THE DINING HALL, | ATE 
HOT 0065 WITH BROWN Riceé. 


of SCREW 
THE BAGEL 
LETS HAVE 


(TH THE | 
Cgnoers wt aera) oxen = 


i 


| EVEN ATE IT WITH A SpooW AND 
FORK, AND SMOTHERED IT IN KETCHUP. 


= AND LETS FACE IT— 
HoT 0965 CAN NEVER Be A 
REPLACEMENT FoR SPAM— NO 
THE Ric E "WAS NOTHING LIKE THE Marre How much KeTcHUP you ADD! 


“CTEAMED WHITE RICE FROM HOME, 
(GOLDEN PANDA MILACEDSA pice) —__ 


ate 


i ia meer ge PEETEMDED - 
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AND MUNCHIN ¢ ON 
THAT 
CRISPY KECTANGLE of a! 


Go 
: ™ 
me) 


\ 
\ 
i 
| 


a 
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THE MoST SURPRISING 
THING ABouT COLLEGE WAS 
THAT No ONE ASKED ME 

THE QUESTION THAT WAS 
$0 [MpogTANT IN HIGH 


L DIDNT ANTICIPATE How MucH 
I'D MiSs BEING ASKED. How ELSE 
WouLD | GET THE CHANCE To 
Reals THEM WHO | WAS? pistes 
WHERE | CAME FROM? 


I'm Malakal 
\'m from Cal; ! 
Umm, obl Gee. 
: Macketing 

and 
\ journalism, 
2B) Angdthia 

eet ask! 


oo eS ree 


SOMETIMES | WOULD INITIATE | ByT T | 
THE QUESTION. = HEY WERE ALWAYS So OFF 


ae 


RAEI | 


f f ; Ke i 2 i 
g : ) ' 
intecesting.) - 


DIDN'T Tey ii KNW isis 


TIN\KLING 2l 
(A PHILIPPIVE DANCE) 


EGYPTIAN 
FALAFEL 2! 


PANCIT 
ONE OF THE 


WY Fooos 2! 


WHAT Your 


: As 7 NAME LOOKS 
PY Like IN ARABIC? 


/ “ , 
THE GALABEYAE. 


My CVCTY RE?/? 
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(ML, 
be, 
= 
ie 
“wn 
( 
x= 
aa 
sine 
z= 
eS) 
= 
= 
= 
iS 
Sa 
ee 
uo 
Sun, 
= 
= 
ee 
2 
= 
ws 
aN) 
—y 
x 
no 
al 
Mie 
2 
SS 
EX 


00D! = 


Ie rls 


4 
Cc . 
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gop! WHAT 
Wy aT SMELL? 


oH 
KS 


IT SMELLS [eles 
IT SMELLS EE 1] 


AL FISH BLOOD/ 


106 


TITD MAO Was RIGHT 
AguuT THE REAL wort... 


WV 


we! 
wyc! 
TO FIT IN, 1 TRIED Oo GO WITH THE Flow. THE StAKEs FELT 60 
HIGH. | NEEDED To STAY Cuan a | 


e 
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[T was KIND oF THE Woes, 


foxay, MULEA. PLEASE 
GIVE YOUR PRESENTATION 
To THE TEAM. 


“7M UL KAP LEASE. 
WE'RE WAITING, 


AND FOR Some REASON, | WAS ANXIOUS THAT NOT BEIVG 
WHITE WOULD Hugt MY CHANCES OF GETTING AHEAD. 
OO, 


USI ME SS 


fo Pp! / 


PS¥YeH? Mo ONE SAID 
THAT, BuT 1 WAS SCARED 


THAT THEY nig 


SO 1 TRIED TO REPRESS art SIGNS OF My 
BROWNNESS. BuT | KEPT DOWV6 THESE vittle 


Ditto he ES 
a aaa | | 


CoNGLESS—- 
MAN! 


M4 STEPMOM,HALA, ALWAMS TOLD ME THAT WOMEN SHOULD Stay SEAT 
GREETING MEW, AT LEAST THATS HOW SHE Does It IN EGYPT! 


— 
| ALSO FELT LIKE | WAS BEING SINGLED OUT FOR 
BEING A PERSonS OF COLOR AT THE OFFICE, 


WE NEED AN ETHNIC PERSON 
TO BE IN OVR PROMO PHOTO 
SHOOT. CAN WE CouUNT ON 


Do you &k 
uc ll 
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THE CEO WANTED To MEET WITH 
A ae Cea ta EMPLOYEES. 


aie Con VENIENT= WERE 
ALL “DIVERSE,” 


| wee Gowwa put you WITH 
THE HAWAIIAN 6 2oOv?. 
EZ But [im WoT 


ae Hawaiian! 


COME TO THINK 
OF IT | pipwt Just 
ENCOUNTER THIS 
Tyre OF BEHAVIOe AT 
THt OFFICE. IT WAS 
EVE Save IA 


/ OOH, THEY HAVE BUDDY HOLLY ¢ 
DUDE. Wor 


EELERS 
ae ARE CO WHITE! Joo-ee-oor 


PB YE AvBuin oy 
Look al 


NOPE. 1M 
STILL 

FIL Pine | 
Eve TVA, 


BAER, I) CoOMt TO LEaen THAT THESE S\DE ComMmMmENTS HAO 
A sia rae aw CRD ed ee O ps. 


IF | ARRANGED THEM iw A GAME OF BINGO, 
ID WIN, W - N, Ww IN | 4 ates a ena Means EES SOE 


BINGO 


"You DoT 
Look ASIAN.” 
opos 


WGAN \ OVS @ 
CALL you 


"WHERE S 
THAT 
ACCENT 


"CAN You 
WALK LIKE 
AN EGYPTIAN? 


aa Cs- 


"Do YOU NEED “Dd You "WHERE S a 
RICE ftnat 2) SPEAK oe ee 
\ 4 esyPTIAN?” Liiva ap?” Use 


WITH THAT?" 
CHAGLAS 
I ESPAN OLY 


"WHY ARE 
MUSLIMS 
Tl FERRO RISTSE 


ccc ceca Many) 


“How HAVE i 
You ACE 60 


jou SEEM 


ma ‘ REALLY ENbOLISH 
) N\ rr 
[ Por AMER CANIZED! Rute. \s : 
amas 


CVLTURE 
eceere nce |e 


‘ ” t RAYE LEAT Ae eer recternataceens iT ‘ "VE youre $0 
You ARE e You vee Ya: HAVE | DIDNT peown THEW 
EX OaeeC . ACT LIKE iS ae . DVEN KVOW | ny pow 
: You WERE you ACT 


ETHVICI” THAT way?” 


IT ALL GoT ME WONDERING... 


WHAT So WRONG WITH BEWG Bros 7/ 


ee cee F AS aR RE Bia aa oe ee 


ARENT 
AME RICAN, Too ! 


Geen 5 Ne 


WHY CANT 1 tuST 
BE MMSELE | 


WHy Do 
| HAVE 10 


PRETEND 
TO RE 


SHOULDNT 
BEING 

MULT CULTUeAL 
MAKE Mt 
yee ‘i AL? 


SOMEONE 
| Nof2 


HATEVER, DUDE 


Im MA DUST DO ME. 


\ an b 4 = 
; | ; AI te 


iF THERE WAS 


EVER ANOTHER BRoww pERSom 
Apoun|), | 


WAS DESPERATE TO MEET Hem | 


: | 

i 

1 THis 1s DAVID, OUR 
NEW PoLICY MANAGEP. 


You CAN MAKE A 


| | IM MALAKA! WHAT ARE You? ARE 
HI DAVI Di You KoREAN ? | WENT TO HIGH ScHool 
wit m ion oF kKoREAWS! IN CALIFORWMIA. ARE Jou FROM 
cALIpoRNIA? OR MAYBE YouRe CHINESE. H0O/vé CaN BE A 
CHIMESE NAME,TOo. DO you HAVE A fOREAMW NAME? DO 


x 
you SPEAK KOREAN? ANNYEONGHASEYO! | LOWE K-por. 


Se 


A i 
} 
| a) 
Y 
/ 
1 / fj } 
J / Jf / [ 
Vi Ih A f 
u 4 
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Tuens OUT DAVID WAS KOREAN. BYT NO, DAVID 
DIDNT SPEAK KogpeAw, WE WAS NOT FRom CALIFORNIA, 
buT DELAWARE, WHERE HE GREW UP WITH... 


WHITE PEOPLE!) — 


So DOES THAT MEAN 
YOU HUNG OUT WITH... 


| WHITE PEOPLE ¢ 
4s. | DIDNT 
REALLY GROW UP 


oe AROUND KOREAN 
CviTu ge. 


1 Know THIS Is cea2¥, BUT UNTIL THEN, | THOUGHT 
BROW PEOPLE IN AMER\CA GREW UP LiKE ME - IN 


LITTLE \MMIGRANWT COMMUNITIES. 


TAIWANESE 


CARNICERTA and | 


MEX! CAM MARKET 


‘Ly FILIPINO 


° e HAL RSTY LST 


7 a 


ik 


\N WASHINGTO(V,DC,\ GoT TO MEET PEOPLE oF CoLoz 


FROM DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE COUNTRY. IT 
HELPED ME SAE are Pel dd WITH THE QUESTION: 


BUT NOT EVERYONE FELT THAT 


WAY, 
WHAT ARE 
You t 
A 


\ used To LOVE THIS 
QUESTION BECAUSE 
1T GAVE ME THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
TALK ABouTl MY 
Ea RN CAT Y, 


OKAY, me 


NoTHING... (TIS. 
Cool THAT YouRE 


THE PROBLEM OF Co 
WHAT ARE YOU ?* fj 


——s 


LETS ASk SUME 
REAL PEOPLE 

WHAT 
THEY 


a 
OIE RINE SS... 


\F SOMEONE 
ASKS WITHIN 
MOMENTS OF MEETING 


You, 17 PEELS ReDVChiy 


| DONT miNO... 
UNLESS ITS 

A MAN TRYING | 
TO HiT ON ME. To ME, Wig 
HE OMe 
Ct te 
QUESTION, 


WHEN ITS 


ele SOME ARE 
“ORAER. eLOvVE Hh) curiovs. 
IT. BUT WHEN Re ori 


ITS A WHITE 
DUDE ATA BAR, 


COME ACROSS AS 
CRASS OR IRRITATED 


We ia 


\ NEVER THOUGHT 
OF \T AS OFFENSIVE 
UNTIL OTHER 


PEQPLE TOLD ne 
ME | SHOULD TIMING, 
BE OFFENDED. Os cart: 


CONVERSATION, 
AND TOE, 


16 


MEAN WHILE, MY FAMILY WAS BE 
HOME AND Ree 


YOUR YOUNGER 
SISTER 


NEEDS You! 


THERES NO 
FILIPINO Food In 
ee 


Y. 
WASTING YouR 
TIME THERE, 


WHY DONT you BECOME 
A PHARMACIST LIKE 
youR CousIN FRANCINE 2 
CHE Was GOING TO 

FAsHon SCHOOLS Now 
Look AT HER, WORKING 


AT HER OWN CVS! 
semen TOO LATE, 


NONPROFIT ¢ 
WHAT WAS THE 
PoINT OF 

SENDING 
You 
7 

PRIVATE 
SCHOOL? 


SHE'S MAKING $9 200,000 A EAR! 
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pur \ HAD BEEN LIVING IN Dc FOR A FEW 


YEARS AND | WAS IV TO0 DEEP! 


os AN uu GRoup OF = 
5 oA’ 


BUDPY 
Ww 


= «> 
—\— 


ELD a ELD 
a 


a 


| FouND DCS ART sei iS 


FIVE BUCKS 
YA ae, 


=. 
OS VO 


(\ HAD A ZINE CALLED THE RUNCIBLE Seoom.) 
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| FELT GUILTY ABOuT BEING So FAR AWAY FROM 


HEY, Come 
_ OVER- WE'RE 
BD WATCHING 
A NEw 
KoPEAN 


BE THERE 
For SOc\AL 
ENGAGEMENTS 


TATAY, PLEASE 
HURPY AND 


WERE RAISING 
money to Bd A 
LECHON ( RoRsTEO 
Pl6) FoR 
Nanay s 
BIRTH DAY. 


Ng 


‘ x 


| ALSo FELT LIKE | WAS misSivG OvT.MYy-FAMILY WAS GRO 


AND 6ROWINL OLD— WITHOUT ME, PH ) 


WEEE HERE, 
Pp Abe ee. 


| THOUGHT ABouT MY MOM AND HER siBLINGS THEY 
MOVED HALFWAY AROUND THE wogLp Just To 


= >; 


: 


AND what DID | Do 2 
=o 


(MOVED Across THE COUNTRY 
THE MOMENT | HAD THE 
CHANCE! 
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‘b\ WANTED Jo HAVE THE 
KINDS OF IMPRACTICAL 
JOBS M4 FAMILY 

ADVIS ED AGAINST, 


HOW MUCH 
WE SPENT 
AT THE 


BALANCING “ae 
CHECK BOOK j 


| WANTED To GIVE BACK TO 
MY PARENTS. | 


Dowt WORRY 
ABouT BUYING 
A NEW 
FRIDGE, Mom— 
[vE ALREADY 
PAip FoR IT! 


\WANTED To BE LovEp 
AND ACCEPTED For JUST 
7 BEING mE, X= 


You THINKIM WEIRD? 
eS Woe 


Yaa 0° 


pls WITH i ab cy 
se | 


YoURE DOING 
GREAT, 4A paleo ia 


% M4 FAMILY'S NICE NAMES FOR ME 


yy yusT HOPED OWE pay MY 
PFAm\LS WOULD UNDERSTAND, 


WHEN |WAS A KID, 
M4 DAD USED TO PLAY THIS 
GAME WITH ME, 


JASON OR \ 
MoHAMMED 2 fF 
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UHH... MUSTAFA 2 
V 


a EE | 0/2 lea 


ABDELRAHMA \V/ 


(THE ANSWER, IN 
CASE You DIDNT CETID 4 
WAS ALWAYS THE | 


FRom NASHVILLE, 
TENNESSEE 


On u ,. Ue | LOVES Beauct 
, fame SPRINGSTEEN, 
STEPHEN KinG 
VHS TAPES, AND 
HORROR FLICKS 
EG Fag FB 


cileAen a 


ee WN WO 
FRIEND oF MINE FL 


FoRme 
THEATER KIO 
CHES VERY 
EXPRESSIVE) 


inven «= OOP AS 
vses EYEBROWS 
To COMMIMICATE. 


Booey 
Move MENT 


EyTREMELY 
DAPPER 


Brae Foot BAL 
FAN CH\S TERM 
is The TITANS) 4 
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DARREN DIDN'T KNOW MUCH ABOUT ARAB oR ASIAN CULTURE. 

BUT HE WAS WILLING To LEARN. 

ON ONE oF OUR FIRST DATES... ORE: VME = i 
: ey : 

ree HAVE \ Raita 


THE YUDON 
NOODLES. 


| MADE HIM FILIPINO AND EGYPTIAN FopD. 


OH yes! THATS THE 
TAMARIND YOURE TASTING! 
Fd i ADDED 


NEVER SHAKE 
HANDS WITHA 
wo MAN IN 


{ORES MICE WHEN 
A you FIRST MEET 
My FAMILY! 


WheN You MEET 
MY FAMILY, NEVER 
SAY NO WHEN THEY 
OFFER You Food. 


BRING A OIFT- 
LIKE ASIA 
PEARS | 


DONT SIT WITH 
THE Wome WI 
V/ TAKE OFF YOUR 

SHOES IN THE House! 


EYE podGEe 


ee ee 


| = THe MAa\N Disy TO 
LAME 02 , EAT WITH Rice CIT 


UNCOOL YU SuaLLy Has MEAT) 


Souve NIRS 


129 


DARREN TAUGHT ME A Lot ABOUT WHITE PEOPLE, 
{OO VISITING HIS HOMETOWN NEAR NASHVILLE, 

| SAW THAT WHITE CULTURE VARIED BY REGJon— 
AND CouHERWERS HAD THEIR OW QUIRKS. 


{HEY LIKE SWEET PEOPLE REALLY oo 
E Ear | Bisey its ALL 
od wale D0 Sh 
“ Yur. 

Hey 


THEY SAY 
ie AND MAAM.” 


THeY DRINK 
Ag0UT F.5 
Cues OF COFFEE 
A, View. 


ON THE TV. 


INOMEM 90 
THEI2 HAVE 
ANO MAKEVP— 
ANO WEAR 
HEELS. a 


THEYRE VERY 
FRIENOLY AND 
ae WAL . xs 


MoST FAMILIES 60 

TO CHYVRACH ON 

SUNDAYS, | 
SEEN 


. BUT BEWARE 
OF ZINGERS, 


AN _ 
( BLESS HEA 
HEAT, 
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WHEN \ THOUGHT ABouT IT, SoVTHERNWERS WERE 
aun Pg a Eo4 PTIANS. 


ee ANOTA ER” Be 
Lume Al 


coy ports i 


ee 


eo rea ee 
DEAR. 


Q 4 @ @ @ 


FoR A LONG TIME \ KEPT DARREN A SECRET 
FRomM MY DAD BvT HE EVENTUALLY FOUND ouT, 


WHEN \ TOLD DAD THAT DARREN AND | WERE 
CEITING MARRIED, HE WAS REALLY DISAP POINTED 
DID | REALLY Not KNoW ANY ARAB MusLiM s 


CoVLDNT You AN Say WHAT, 
HAVE GoNE TO THAT I'M LOOKING 


A Bins L Mosquet] | 


DAD, rm MARRYING 


| DON'T WANT Ww HAT 
HAPPENED BETWEEN 


Lo0K, DAD, LET ME 
You AND MoM To 
LP Gle TO Me. 


BE REAL WITH you, 


HE LOVES ME, 100, WE 
AZE GOING TO BE 
HAPey TOGETHERI 


oKAY, BUT Its ME wHO WILL BE 
PyM\SHED By (0D — FoR NoT 
BEING THERE 10 HELP YoU 
MARRY A MUSIVM, poo 


Gms 


FORA HUSBAND? 4 
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Mm Sie, Foe ge 


¥ you REMEMBER THIS Word |i 


| WAS HAPPY My DAD APPROVED, BUT HE MADE 
ME WONDER: WHY DID | END uP WITH A WHITE DUDE? 


OF covese IT 
Wes GONMA 
@ BG THE 

HITE 


| UkedD Him Foe 
Him, PLAIW AND 


TO BE HOWEST, | WASWT THIVKIN G 
OF HIS SKIN Copog WHEW We MET. 


WHAT WOULD 
You DO IF \ 
KISSED YOu 
RlbHT Now? 


TOD me , HE EMBODIED VALVABLE 
QUALITIES IM my CULTURES, MOST 
NOTABLY A FILIPIlwo TRAIT CALLED 


AND! REFUSED 10 
BELIEVE THAT 
DARREN'S WHITEN ESS 
WAS THE ONLY 
REASON | WAS 
aTiRACTED 10 HIM. 


ui, TATAY, NS 
im DARREN!) | 
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[TMEANS THAT YOU RESPECT ELDERS . 


S AN 
aT falas (41, NANAY, WHAT A 
‘Ghali GARDEN D 


en nn en 
"MABAIT" MEAWS “KIND.” 
THIS QUALITY MEANS 
morE TO Us FILIPINOS 
THAN BEING RICH OR 
EDUCATED, 


6000 MORNING. | 
MADE YOU CoFFEE.. 


AND | 


Upc: Ty IN A WAY, DARREN 45 
/R BAON.” L [kia Lee AN Howora 


ARREN 
Pit Do You 
\\ THINK OF 


[XA TAGALOl WoRD 1 TA 


EN, REMEMBER? 


UEHT DARK 
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AND so WE HAD Sou Ge 
OUR BIS, FAT, es 


D|NO- EGIPTIANEAMEEIC AN 


HERN pAPTIS I- Mus Lim 


How ABOUT Ay 


re] OPEN BARI 


DARRENS LRANDADPY, A SOUTHERN 
BAPTIST PASTOR, OFFICIATED THE 
WEODING WITH A CEREMONY SCRIPT 
THAT DREW FROM THE Rey AND 


My SISTER SALMA SANG 
A BEAUTIFUL ARABIC SONG, 


“) SWEAR YOU DESERVE IT” 
By SAYED DARWISH. 


WE PERFORMEDTHE FILIPINO 
COIN, VEIL, AVD CORD CERE Mony, 
THE Coin’ REPRESENTS FvTvReE 
CHILDREN; THE VEIL, UNITY, AND 
THE CoRD, THE CoupLes Bono. 
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fo HERE WE weet, Livin 
OURMCUTE IE LIP eee. 


DARREW AND | HAD Tre 
SAME PRIORITIES Inv LIFE, 


WE WANTED A 


3 
AND WE WANTED To STAY — 
CONNECTED ro ove VRE 


THE FIRST TIME DARREN SPENT : es 

CHRISTMAS WITH MY FAMILY IV : -§$o 90 

CERRITOS, | COOKED Him His mom's | WE EAT THIS 

SAUSAGE CASSEROLE. WITH PICE 2 
Ove FamiLy ATE THIS 


EVERY CHRISTMAS 
MoeNinG! 


AND LAST CHRISTMAS WE Hume vP WR 
VERY FIeST PAROL, A FILIPIVO LANTERW 


Now EVERYONE . 


J 


es 


ME HOUSE 
WILL Kwow 
7 THAT FILIPINO s 
LIVE HEE. 

(Alans. etme fs 
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ENOUGH ARouT 


CAM YoU MAKE 
TITD maRos 


MADE ME FEEL 
FILIPIV®, 


THEN YOU 
GUTTA GRILL 
THAT SVCKE 


——____4 


Bul | WaASWT suze | KNEW 


THEY ENFORCED THE CustToMsS THAT 


BEING FILIPINO- 
AND 


CRAP! 
| DONT kwow THE MARINATE 
BS \How. 1 CAN CALL KEY | Tie: aa 


Lots OF D\ OVERNIGHT 


— 


LIVING THOUSANDS OF 
MILES AWAY FROM MY 
FAMILY, CovLD | CARRY 
ON THE TORCH? 


EGYPTIAN AND 


. I 
(VOH, YOURE Just BEING 
Nice. It DOESwT F AGeUE 


= FA ay 


THERE WERE ALREADY 
SO MANY CUSTOMS | HAD 
LOST oR IGNORED. 


SOMETIMES | CAVOHT MYSELF WEARING 
SHOES IN. THE House, A MAJOR No- 
NO IN ASIAN HOMES. ) 


re 


WEEKS WOULD GO By 
WHEN WE'D NEGLECT To 
EAT RICE | 


SERVING MEN AT THE Dinner 
EAH, {|v 


Jagie FIRST... 4 
NOT DOIG | = 


| COULDN'T REMEMBER THE Sowes 
OF my YOUTH. 
NANAY VSED TO SING THIS Sone 
To ME: BAHAY Kubo, KAHIT MUTI 
HMM HMM HMM— Ace! | FoRboT! 


(Sok#Y, Rice- 
| STIL Love 
) 


THE BATHZOOM, IN | 
ISLAMIC CULTURE, THATS 
WHEN SPIRITS CouLDdD 


possess oul | 
aude th a” 
SLED 


a _ wi Sometimes to ceyiw } (2 OOP | 


| DIDNT EAT NoODLES 
Fok MY BIRTHDAY, A 

SUMBOL OF LONG LIFE 
IN ASIAN CULTVEE, 


Sometimes, | THREW 
RICE AWAY, IW FILIPIVO 
CULTURE, ITS BAD Luck - 
ITS LIKE THROWIVG 


movWEY AWAY! 
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STILL, | KNEW | He TO HAVE SUE Cr THOSE 


STAY OVER FOR THREE 
WEEKS @ THAT 
Soun ys 


P) oeeatl, 


—_ F ° 


THAT S = tvST... 
A ee LowG } 


THEY RE 
COUSINS. 
THEYRE 


B fame! 


D - 2 
(0 Q RY | AReEN ae 


CANT Come, 


ITS NANAYS 40+4h Bul we wee Jvsi [AN 


BIRTHDAY THIS MONTH! 
WE HAVE TO Go| 

TITA PINKY 1 GoNWA 
THROW A BiG PARTY 
AND WE ALL HAVE TO 
WEAR TRADITIONAL 
FirtPivU CLOTHES, IT'S 


A FAMILY REVO“ 


WE CAVT GO BACK FOR 
Every Oves BieTHDAY! 


| THIN WE SHOULD 
CEND My SIBLINGS IM | 2 

EGYPT MONEY ON im pearly Bul ONLY 

REGULAZ BASIS, THEYRE | TL THEY 

IN COLLEGE, YoU KNOW? GRADUATE | 
> aii RW Tew THEYRE 
ON THEIG OWN, 
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THESE DAYS, IVE BEEN THINKING 
A A UT ABouT m4 PA RENTS. 


| NEVER WANTED TO 
LET THEM Doww 


260 HARD TO 
MAKE A LIfe HERE. 
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cu Pie 


Ls 
e 


MoM TELLS mE NOT TO WORPY So muCH, SHES FINE 
n— / 


SHE SAYS. SHE WOW SPENDS HER FREE TIME 
TRAVELING THE woRLD WITH HER BOYFRIEND, 


DA N \ & L a a RR; ERT ie reenter see sag 


HASH IAG 

LFE GOALS, 

AMAR ATE 
v 


~ 


MEX\Co | =. A 


SK“ 


; J a CLLULLLUCie 
| RUBS e wees 
ano DAD NEVER MOVED BACK To THE 
(TATES, BUT HE RETIRED AFTER A 
LOVELY CAREER IN THE HoTEL 

ILMOVSTPY, AND cusTOM-BuILT 

HIS DREAM HovsSt IN CA\ RO. 


[a | 


A COVPLE OF JEARS AFTER. 


MAR@EN AND | GOT MARPTED, |) NC! cee DRERMG 


Dip | THWK Ip Come HERE WITH 


alae 


WE WENT Td EG PT oi THE VERY 


iW BUbGIN Ovi, 

Ho mie! (CANT 
we 'RE | 
qo EGYPT! 


\ eee DAD HAD THIS 


“me, waa i: - 


A Hussar 


DAD, EGYPT iS Te 
SO Borie. WHY 
oA EVER Just 


SPevp My SummetR 
AT SfACE CAMP 
012 SIG 


oi EXPRESSIOW ABOUT 


(yO, pan! 


p aaa i wee 


| AND EVEN IF im 
| MARRIED ILL SEE 
yo/ ALL THE 


BUT DAD waS RIGHT. BECAVSE THAT memo 
RY ONL 
LIKE YESTERDAY. : a 


| STILL | 
CANT BELIEVE | 
WE'RE Herel A 


WELL, You KNOW WHAT THEY 
SAY HONEY. “DENIAL AINT SusT 
A River in EGYPT! 


——~ 
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fal 
eS 


CAL 
eae Ale LO 


LE 
| PROBABLY WONT a 
TO TRANSLATE ARABIC 


r “ 
A | NG 


wine tt 


| THEIR FACE, AWD THE WIND INV THEIA HAIR... 


(out TWey'le Ge ABLE TO. FEEL ThE Suv OW 
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AND THEY LL KNOW, SOMEDAY, SOMEHOW, 
THAT ALL THIS Is A PART OF THEM TOO, 


7 ae 


* 
ae 2 ee 
a 


e 
se 


Sg ee ae 
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MALAKA GHARIB HAD Some FIGURING OvT TO Do. 


WHEN PEOPLE ASKED 
ME TH\S QUESTION, 


ee 
| FOUND IT HARD 
TO ANSWER. 


WELL IM EouPTiAN-Fitipiwo. 
\ GREW VP WITH MY FILIPINO FAMILY 
HERE IN CERRITOS. LEAT RICE EVERY DAY, 
AND \WENT To CATHOLIC SCHOOL, BUT 

MY DAD Is MysLiM AND LIVES IN EGYPT. 
\SPEND My SUMMERS WITH HIM! | CAN 
UNDERSTAND TAGALOG AND ARABIC. 
ESAYAK? KAMUSTA KAZ So | QUESS 
BoTH? WELL, | KIND OF FEEL More 


EILIPING BECAUSE THATS WHo | SPENT 
» MORE TIME WITH. 


THATS ” 

Co OL, | bVESS. 
IM JUST REGULAR 
OLD FILIPINO. 
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